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April 3,2003 

Mr. stuan sbirpiro 
DodretP bfarq$ment Braach (ISA-309 
Food and Dnrg Adminisua2ion 
5630 Fishers Lana, b 1061 
Rowi&, MD 20852 

Dear Mr. SbaPiro: 

Re: Docket No. OZN-0278 

TIhis lacer is in response to the Food and Drug Administration’s @I&4) request for 
comments on the rules proposed under the Public He&h Secun’p MdBtorerrorimr 
Prepare&as and&telptmse At1 df2002 (the Biotevorim Rcr). 

The Government of Album supports the FDA’s sated objective of countering 
bioterrorism while meeting the US’ intemationsl uade obligations Howa, the 
Gowmtxmt of Alberta is cancerned that elements of the proposed rules are more uade 
restridive than is necessary to achieve rhe FDA's objectives. 

Canada and the US wchange large volumes of food evay day, and much of this nade 
involves just-in-time delivery and same day o&ring. In order to -ain the secure uld 
ehcicnt We entironrnmt Canada and tht US have put in place programs such at the 
RidgeManley Smyr Borda Plan. In addition, many Canadian qoncts are enrolled in 
programs such as the Ctrsromz+Trade Partner&Q Against Tcnorism (C-TPAI) and Free 
and Sense Trade (FAST), which reduce risk associated with Canadian Qod exports to 
the US. The Gwemment of Alberta believes that any rule4 fbrmubted under the 
Biorerrorism Act must take into account this trading environment, which developed ovex 
several decades. 

With this context in mind the Government of Alberta wishes to macC the foUoPring 
comments on rhc prior notice requirements of the proposed reguiadon. 
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me of Notificacian 

SC&W 307 of the B&MJTO&H Act rquire~ prior notice &imported f-d shipmurts to 
the US. In its proposed tic the FDA spe&ks that advwce notia of a fiood shipment be 
sub&ted no later than noon &be calendar day before the dry the article of fobad will 
arrive at a spscifific bordm crossing point. This requirement appws to be iacompatii!e 
wirh the krge volume of Canada-US trade that involves just&-time delivq and same 
day ordering. Many Canadian fodd prodwth and proreskg f~ilitits are located near 
the Canada-US border and are able to load and deliver shipraents to the US in less than 
24 hours. Given this unique relationship berwem Canada ami the US, the Government of 
Alberta suggests that the FDA consider ailowisg prior notice to be received as late as 
four bows before arxivai. 

Food shipmtfics from  Cm to the US are tied on a varicry of modes such as rail. 
uuck, aircraft and ship, The ability to estimate time of a&al at a specific border N 
point dif5efs across the92 modes of uaasponadon. As an altcmativc to a riagtc dme of 
advance nottfication for all modes of urnsportation., the Governmeru of Albara suggests 
that the rima rqutied for advaace notice wry according to the mode of transport. 

sons Authorized to Submit Nocificaa 

The proposed regulation authorizer purchasas and imponas of food (or rhcir egents). 
who reside or maintain a business in the US to provide prior notice. An imporrer my 
know what thq have ordered and an approximate delivery time at thdr prcmi~~ but is 
less likely to know when a food shipment will reach rhe border enuy point. W -S are 
more likely to have the infbmation required by the FDA The Oov~r~mtti of Alba 
nows that the Biotetrorim  RCI does nut specify who should submit pti~r notice of a food 
tipment and therefore suggests that exportas be authorized to submit prior notice. 

Low&k Shinme- 

Finally, the Gawzament of Alberta remmmends that exporbrs who have reduced the risk 
of biotezrorism by parricipating in US Customs programs such as C-T’PAT and FAST be 
exemyrcd from the requken~nt to provide prior notice. 
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The Gwernment of Alberta offers these ~~~mments on tht ptoposd ruk and ~gc~ the 
FDA 10 devdop a red&ion that rcflosu the highly t ie@& rapid aad largely low-ri& 
aamre of Gtuada-US tradt in food pmducts. 

Brian Maming 
Deputy M iniswr 
Alberta Agriculture, Food 
Rural Dtvttopmmt 

BanyMehr 
Deprybdiai~ 
Emnotnic peveloppment. 

ax Hoaourable Shiflcy Md=lellan 
Deputy Aranier a& Maincr of Albara Agriaslhlre, 
Food ;rad I&ml Development 

Honcnuablc Halvar Jonson 
Minister of hmraadoasl and Imqovenrm4 ReAatiaas 

L Honourable Mark Norris 
Nfininer of Economic Developmmt 

Gary Bowdeau. Depury M inister of 
Xntcmwioual and Iatergovtznmtutal Relations 

Leonard Edwards, Deputy M inister of 
Intematiod Trade, Depamnent ofForeign N&in ad krruae~io~l Trade 

Siuuy Watsooq Depu@ M inistef 
&ria&ure and &i-Food Canada 

** TOTRL PFIGE. 04 ** 
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